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Editor, devrs-Post . 

If, in undors tollable anguish and frustration, those touched by tragedy in which 

they were mablw to do nothing, tund to think and say others were; negligent or could live 

avoided it, in the absence of proof I suggest the accusations against the Btate Police in 

^fhe jeath of Jeff liayes aro_at tho very least premature and r unf air. When criticism of this 

kind come3 from th . boveared it is even more comprehensible , but that does not validate it. 

ny own experience is that those public HfXxgxxls employees of wliose work I know greatly 

exceeded wiiat we can roasonably expect of them. One illustration is our At oute 3 mail carrier, 

who persisted in the postal tradition, at risk to himself anu his property, until he was 

hopelessly ontrap^d by tho storm. - cs ipinit 

If this was a ucath tliat no.;d not have occurred, liov; did it occur? By disregard of 

every advisory and plea by everyone, from the police to adlibbing radio announcers in the 

entire area of the stirm. doing out in such weather when there wa^ no nuod jeopardised the 

lives of those who did it and needles jly burdened ovoryone Lt^yuLu^Tith public responsibilities. 

fhere a re always more people to be rescued tlian thero ore rescuers, itescuers themselves 

risk their liv-^s. When such equipment as lioli copters arc used past the safety point or 

aavei-Bo weather conditions, those flying and tho 3 c on the ground are jeopardized 

by the increased probability of accident. 

^the fatal trip? 

In this case for Wiiat hlirpo'hc^flic indulgence of a yen for pointless slaughter, 
dot hunting for food but the killing of crows. Who eats crows? Is there any need to ld.li 
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them? iind in ouch weather, when Ah . • ni L ;lr~ all forecasts v/ere 0 / great hazard? 
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When at the time of the foolish venture a U . dan — ■ 



was so deep a necessary wall; of but a thousand feet winded me? deed one be equiped with learned 
degrees to recognize this as both f oolhardines:, and anti-social behavior? negligence lay 
in the expedition, which was neither necessary nor justifiable if one feels as I do, tiiat 
all living things have the right to live and should not bo killed except for need or socially- 



useful purposes, as with poinsonous snakes 



aka a younger man I had familiarity with emergency situations, as a radio amateur, a 

reporter and a volunteer ii reman# In my experience, most accidents anu trogeios oi which 
sliould 

1 know MZDt not have happened and were not the fault of roscuers^who are never rewarded and 
oitften in danger. 1 have had experience in tornados, hurricanes anu floods, and 1 know liow 
it feels to work undor darker and long p ast axliaustion. Whether or not in the case 
cxomplained of it is the fact, exhaustion alone »«»*?. the senses and impairs judgement. 
This is a natural, human factor. It can't he avoided. What can bo avoided is adding to the 
burden of tlioso who undertake humanitarian missions, wearing them out and numbing their 
bpdies and their senses with extra and unnecessary duties, most of all in ratio to ond 
inaccessible places. Crow-hunting on a snow-blocked mountain is such needless thing. In 
this case it was compannded by the uictim, who loft his companions and transportation for 
no reason at all. 

iiy own e^perUnce with the local State Police barracks lia3 been entirely different 
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than what is i *»f3wfcu cr ia this complaint. x have never founu any there slow in responding 



to a call of any kind. I hav yet to find them unreasonable. And when I tldnk back over 
the years of all the nights not fit for man or beast when so many brave men, inclu din g 
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t ( oo-_ never thanked, like telephone and electric linemen, who regularly risked 

their lives and suffered groat discomfort for the benefit of uhu rest oi us, I ao regret 
that criticism was made without investigation, ^his cannot but make eacu man wonder, the 
next time lie is confronted by danger or any kind, is it v/ortli it? 

Criticism of public officials is not wrong. It is necessary in a representative 
society if society and representative government are to function. I liavo done my own shore 
of it. but 1 tldnk it should be warranted before it is made to newspapers, which do have the 
obligation to print it. Whatever turns out to b..: the truth in tliis case, t;.o things are, 

I think, already clears the victim was tlie chief cause of hi3 ovoi tragedy, and for wnat at 
best was an imi ature ego-indulgence ; and many brave men, to whom we ar-. all i-debted and 
whose record in thin emergency seems to iiave been a very good one, have been bemsnirchcd 
wit. out cause, both are to be regretted. 



Jincerely, 

Harold ’woisberg (? T 



